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Colonel Thomas H. Streicher, Jr., Police Chief September 13, 2005

1. DONATED TIME FOR CLERK TYPIST 2 AVA BOLTON

Clerk Typist 2 Ava Bolton, Records Section, is currently on maternity leave and
is not expected to return to duty until early October 2005. Ms. Bolton has
exhausted all of her leave balances.

Any department member wishing to voluntarily donate time for Ms. Bolton
should submit a Form 25S to their district/section/unit commander, listing Ms.
Bolton’s name, section, the type of time and the number of hours being donated.
Sick time may not be donated. The donor’s rank and signature must appear on
the Form 25S.

2. DEATH OF PATROLMAN HENRY RUBERG IN 1916

A request has been received by retired Lieutenant Ray Ruberg and retired
Police Specialist Don Ruberg to research the circumstances involving the death
of their relative, Patrolman Henry Ruberg.

The Police Chief has determined that Patrolman Ruberg’s death was the result
of an on-duty injury incurred when he was thrown from his horse on July 26,
1916. Patrolman Ruberg succumbed to his injuries approximately 48 hours later.

The Police Department has forwarded an application and supporting documents
of the incident (attached) to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
Fund, so that Patrolman Ruberg’s name may be included on the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial.

3. THANK YOU LETTERS
Attached to these Staff Notes is a letter from Stanley M. Chesley to the Police

Chief praising the members of our Department who handled the chemical leak at
Lunken Airport.



W Dinc. NLEOMF OFFICER
605 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004 DATA
Telephone No.: 202/737-3400 FORM
Fax No.: 202/737-3405
Web site: www.nleomf.com

‘ National
Law Enforcement Officers
: MEMORIAL FUN

AGENCY INFORMATION
NAME of AGENCY HEAD: _ Thomas H. Streicher, Jr., Police Chief

AGENCY: _Cincinnati Police Department

ADDRESS: _310 Ezzard Charles Drive, Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

PHONE NO._(513) 352-3536_ FAX _(513)352-2949_ CONTACT PERSON__Sandy Braun
E-MAIL _sandy.braun@cincinnati-oh.gov.

PERSONAL DATA ON VICTIM OFFICER

FIRST NAME: MIDDLE NAME: SURNAME (INCLUDING SUFFIX, IF APPLICABLE):
Henry Ruberg

OFFICER’S FULL NAME —~ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

RANK WAS DECEDENT A DULY SWORN OFFICER
OR WITH FULL ARREST POWERS?
TITLE: Mounted Police Officer_ YES X NO U OTHER U [EXPLAIN]:

Please attach additional sheets, if necessary)

DATE OF INCIDENT: ] TIME OF INCIDENT: DATE OF DEATH: AGE: SEX:
(MILITARY)
7/26/1916 Unknown 7/28/1916 60 - Male

WAS OFFICER CERTIFIED/LICENSED BY STATE, BY P.O.S.T. (Police Officer Standards Training), or by a

federal law enfor t training academy? X YES [QNO
LENGTH OF LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICE: 29 / 9
YEARS MONTHS

MARITAL STATUS: (ISINGLE X MARRIED U DIVORCED [ UNKNOWN  NUMBER OF CHILDREN:

RACE: L) ASIAN LY AFRICAN-AMERICAN X CAUCASIAN L HISPANIC I NATIVE AMERICAN [ OTHER [ UNKNOWN

CIRCUMSTANCES OF VICTIM OFFICER’S DEATH
THE CAUSE OF DEATH WAS: [ FELONIOUS ASSAULT X ACCIDENTAL SITUATION
WAS VICTIM OFFICER ON DUTY AT THE TIME OF DEATH? X YES QN0 UNKNOWN

WAS OFFENDER UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF: 0 arcoHor 1 NarRcoTics O BoTH U UNKNOWN X NOT APPLICABLE



(A) Check the circumstance that best describes the felonious death; if accidental death, skip to (B):

Q Disturbance call (bar fights, person with firearm, etc.)

O Domestic disturbance call (family quarrels)

Q' Burglary in progress or pursuing burglary suspects

T Robbery in progress or pursuing robbery suspects

Q Drug-related matter (drug bust, buys, etc.)

O Attempting other arrest (excludes burglary and robbery arrest)

1 Civil disorder (mass disobedience, riot, etc.)

J Handling, transporting, custody of prisoners

J Investigating suspicious persons or circumstances

 Ambush (entrapment and premeditation)

O  Ambush (unprovoked attack)

Q Investigative activity (surveillance, searches, interviews, etc.)

Q Handling mentally deranged persons

Q Traffic pursuits and stops (check one): 0 Felony vehicle stop 0 Traffic violation stop

[ Tactical situation (barricaded offender, hostage taking, or high-risk entry)
(B) Check the circumstance that best describes the accidental death:

O Accidental shooting (crossfire, mistaken for offender, mishap)

1  Accidental shooting (training mishap)

[ Accidental shooting (self inflected, cleaning mishap, or not apparent or confirmed suicide)

O Automobile accident (unrelated to enforcement, e.g., an assistance activity)

O Automobile accident (related to criminal enforcement activity)

QO Motorcycle accident (unrelated to enforcement, e.g., an assistance activity)

T Motorcycle accident (related to criminal enforcement activity)

Q  Struck by vehicle (unrelated to enforcement, e.g., an assistance activity)

@ Struck by vehicle (related to criminal enforcement activity)

O  Aircraft accident

X Other accidental (fall, fire, drowning, etc.)

(specify):_Fall from horse
‘Weapon used to kill victim officer:
O Firearm (check one): [ Personal weapons (hands, fists, feet, etc.)
[ Handgun O Rifle O Shotgun Q Vehicle

Q) Knife or other cutting instrument X Other

O Bomb (specify):_Fall from horse

QO Blunt instrument (club, brick, etc.)

(specify):

Involvement of other Officers:

Q DECEASED (other officers killed in same incident):

None

(please identify)
O WOUNDED (other officers wounded in same incident):

None

(please identify)



Indicate the location of the incident by:
City:_Cincinnati
County:_Hamilton
State:_Ohio

Was Decedent Wearing Protective Armor?
QO Yes
X No
J Unknown

PROVIDE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES:

Patrolman Ruberg was detailed to strike duty in the vicinity of the Southern Railway Terminal. While following a
packing company wagon, his horse stumbled and fell. As a result of the fall, Patrolman Ruberg contracted peritonitis
causing his death.

PLEASE ATTACH THE FOLLOWING:

1. Photograph of the victim officer.

2. Death certificate and/or coroner’s report.

3. Initial police/incident report.

4. Copy of victim officer’s sworn officer certificate.

5. Copies of newspaper articles about death.

If you have not attached any of these items, please provide explanation below (attach additional sheets, if necessary):

Items #1 and #5 are attached. Also attached is a page from the 1901 City of Cincinnati Police and Municipal Guide
(this shows a photo of Patrolman Ruberg, along with a short article about him.) There is also a roster of the police
force showing his appointment date and an excerpt from the Cincinnati Police Department web page of officers killed
in the line of duty.

Items #2, #3, and #4 are not attached. These items are not available (occurred in 1916).

OUR DEPARTMENT HAS CONDUCTED A DILIGENT SEARCH AND EXERCISED A GOOD FAITH EFFORT TO
VERIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED AND ATTACHED HERETO IS TRUE AND CORRECT, AND

THAT THIS OFFICER HAS DIED IN INE OF DUTY AND SHOULD BE LISTED ON THE NATIONAL LAW
ENFO! ENT OFFICERS MEMORI
J aA /4] At 0 ‘ q4-6-05
7 L4 <
(Signature of AGENCY HEAD) /

(DATE)

December 31st of each calendar year is the submission deadline to be considered for inclusion on the Memorial in the
following year.

PLEASE ENTER SURVIVOR INFORMATION ON REVERSE SIDE
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Charles Godfrey Peterson,
the subject of this sketch,
is about thirty years old.
He is single and first saw
the light of day in Denmark.
He has been connected with
the local department nearly
three years, and bis record
is most excellent. He was
a mariner, whose experi-
enceswere most remarkable.
He left home when he was
fifteen years old, and has
since been thrown entirely
on his own resources. When
a youth he was apprenticed
to a florist, but he soon tired
of this humdrum existence
and being of aroving dispo-
sition, went to sea. For five
years he traveled on mer-
chant vessels, and went as
far souti as Cape Town, Africa. He went as far north as
Baffins Bay, and had the novel experience of traveling on ves-
sels flying the flag of half a dozen countries. He has been
through cakes of ice and rock,and survived many shipwrecks.
Officer Peterson has been in South America, and traveled as
far inland as the headwaters of the An:izon river. During the
war with Spain he served in the American Navy in Cuban
waters under Schley, Sampson, and Remey. After the war he
secured an honorable discharge, and came to this city and se-
cured his present position. He is intelligent and progressive.

CHARLES GODFREY PETERSON,

A Bright Young Officer. who has been
over nearly all the Civilized World
— Something of his History.

Joseph B. Mathes, the
subject of this sketch, was
admitted to the Cincinnati
non-partisan police depart-
ment in 1886. He is happily
married and just in his
prime, being only forty-six
vears of age. It can truth-
fully be said that officer
Mathes tries at all times to
do his best, and his record is
remarkably good. During
the time that he has worn
the blue and brass he has ar-
rested many crooks with
national reputations. Helis
one of the most willing
workers in the service, and
A Leading and Efficient Member of MEVET grumbled when called

the Queen City Police Department— upon to do extra duty.

One of Cincinnati's Best Officers. Since he has been engaged

in preserving the peace and
protecting life and property, Officer Mathes has devoted much
of his spare time to the study of laws and ordinances that
bear upon police business. He can talk intelligently on all
topics of interest to blue coats, and is a man who has the
confidence and esteem of his superiors, He is also popular
with the other members of the department, and in private
life is a distinctively home-man. Officer Mathes was on
Patrol § from 1887 to 1807. He is now a leading patrol-
man in the Ninth District, and one of the best known men
in the department.

JosePH B. MATHES,

Mounted Officer Louis
Sandman is one of the most
popular men connected
with the Queen City Police
Departinent. He was ap-
pointed to his present posi-
tion on March 22, 1804
Two of his brothers, Henry
and William, are also meni-
bers of the local force. In
fact, it would seem that the
Sandman family is specially
gifted in being able to pre-
serve the peace and protect
life and property. Officer
L.ouis Sandman is au expert
horseman, and this has been
a great aid to Lim in patrol-

LoUTS SANDMAN.
1"g_ his . suburban bveat Expert Mounted Officer, whose Record
astride his trusted equine. since donning a Cincinnati Uniform

Since donning the blue and  has heen of the Hest.

Lrass he has effected many

creditable captures, and is well known in the outlying dis-
tricts as a terror to evil-doers. By his fidelity to duty and
willingness to do his hest under any and all circumstances, he
has gained the esteem and confidence of his superiors, and
the good will and friendship of his co-workers. He is far
above the average in intelligence, and his semi-annual
examinations show most conclusively that he is a student of
his chosen calling.” He is well posted on the laws and ordi-
nances that have a bearing on police business, and this has
been a great aid to him. His future seems bright indeed.

If ever there was a brave
officer it is Henry Ruberg,
one of the mounted men in
the Ninth District. It was
he who arrested George
Duncan, the desperate con-
federate of Jim Anderson- §
Both men were hiding their §
plunder in a house on Price
Hill, and Ruberg detected
them. In trying to arrest
Duncan,who would not stop
at murder, a fusilade of
shots was fired. One of the
bullets struck Ruberg’s
whistle just over the heart,
so that it can be seen that )
the fearless officer had a HENRY RUBERG,
most narrow call for his life. One of Cincinnati's Efficient Mounted
The deSPeﬂ‘ldO fired four Officers, who Distinguished himself
shots, and the guardian of by Capturing Burglar George Dun-
the peace a like number. ™
The crook was captured after a desperate chase, and Ruberg
‘was highly praised by the papers and his superior officers.
He also assisted in bringing Jim Anderson to justice, and has
at all times done great service for the tax-payers of Cincinnati.
He is just in the prime of life, being only forty-five years old.
He first saw the light of day in Germany, but has resided in
America since he was five years old. Officer Ruberg has been
connected with the Queen City department for the past four-
teen years, and his record is a clear one. He is one of the
most popular men in the service,




ROSTER OF THE FORCE.

411

January 21, 1888,
December 14 1887.
August 28, 1886,
October 18, 1886.
November 23, 1883.
January 24, 1889.
April 17, 1889.
June 19, 1886.

July 1, 1886.

May 7, 1887.
October 11, 1888.
June 1, 1886.
March 13, 1889.
March 9,1887.
September 22, 1886.
December 27, 1886.
August 16, 1885.
September 5, 1888,
June 15, 1887,
July 19, 1886.
June 4, 1886,
December 20, 1886.
May 21, 1886.
June 1, 1888.
October 28, 1886,
April 27, 1887,
May 14, 1887.
October 6, 18886.
June 135, 1886.
June 29, 1886.

_.October 15, 1887, -
September 19, 1889..

June 4, 1886.
October 9, 1889,
October 2, 1885,
March. 30, 1889.
December 31, 1888,
September 20, 1886.
December 1, 18886,
December 29, 18886.
June 19, 1886.
January 26, 1889,
February 18, 1889.

Riddel, Thomas.....ccuse........Patrol  8......... Appomted August 21, 1886,
Rieck, Charles J.................District 3.........
Riesenbeger, Henry H S e o “
Roach, Philip J................. g e
Ruberg, Henry............. eI O .
Ryan, Dennis................ oo 2ieeeres . L
Ryan, John............ OO SR ) S— &
Ryan, Jogeph......... 0000 R T “
Ryan, Michael....... U . R 5 “
Samples, John.........c.cur...... District 3....... &5 U
Satters, William................ w % B «“
Seaford, Frank....... OO - B L
Scarlett, Edward............ croon S oo g O
Scellen, Walter C.... “ o 2. 5 “
Schaefer, John.........corveunn. O 2., {0
Scherloh, Otto.......c..vverene. e % Biieeen. K
Schilling, Joseph......ccuuneuees | “
Schmaltz, Charles.......ccceeee. ¢ 8........ 5 “
Schmedes, Bernard.............. “ o Brrreerens s
Schmidt, Frank.......... s ]t gt
Schmudde, William H......... *  3....... %
Schueider, Peter.....ccvuueenrees Derervenen “
Schorr, Adam.......ccceereenne...Patrol  3......... =
Schrader, Frederick............ District 2......... w
Schroeder, Johnuu.iiovieirsecees € Bivvrrrres ¥
Schwach, Joseph................. “ L e
Schweitzer, John.. vovsvecscerens ® 10isvirress ¥
Schwinher, John....cccevreeesers Patrol  2.eervens “
Scott, Craig.......cssreresssecrsen District Soevereen, 9
Seidholz, Louis....cccueeunn.... g Berrrerres “
Shafer, Frederick W.. e 7 S “
Shumate, Perry N...... SRR £ e . .
Simmons, Harry L..... T T
Simms, Albert.......cc.ceeereree #  2ieirrenns =
Slattery, James...ccoeeeiriienene ¢ 4., “
Slattery, chhael ...... weensn Patrol  6........ 5 =
Sloan, Frank.......cceeereneeree.. District 5....... o “
Bmallwood, 8. N, Jr.cecvcneees  10ivviress @
Smethurst, Sa.muel ............ o % L., . “
Snyder, Clarence B............. %  8....... 5 “
Spiegel, Nicholas......ceecvnree. % 2......, “
Bpringmeier, Louisu.cecvessess ¢ lieieres @
Spurlock, Harry...coecvvvnrrseee 9 4o, “
Btebbens, Charles....cissssseees *  Zirverrsss ¢
[} 8". veees [

Stegner, John P, Jr............

January 14, 1888,



Mounted Officer Henry Ruberg
Age: 60

Officer Ruberg did not seem to be seriously injured when his horse fell on July 26, 1916, but
internal injures and peritonitis caused his death two days later. Officer Ruberg, of 3648 Glenway
Avenue had been detailed to strike duty in the vicinity of the Southern Railway Terminal. While
following a packing company wagon his horse stumbled and fell. Doctor Stuart Hagen performed

an operation in an effort to save the patrolman's life but to no avail.

Patrolman Ruberg was one of the veterans of the Police Department. He had been assigned to the
Ninth District for several years and had many friends in the western part of the city. The officer's
death recalls an exciting gun fight which he had with a thief on Price Hill, June 1890. With
Lieutenant Brangan and Detective Carey, Patrolman Ruberg captured "Burglar Jim" Anderson,
who was wounded in the gunfight. Officer Ruberg was hit also, but after the battle, found a bullet
had merely dented his badge.

Officer Ruberg left a wife, Josephine, and today has descendants living in the Monfort Heights
area, northwest of Cincinnati. His grand nephew and two great grand nephews would join the
Cincinnati Police Department. Patrolman Art Ruberg retired in the 1970s. Police Specialist
Donald Ruberg retired during the early 1990s, but not before being named Ohio's top law
enforcement officer in 1993. Raymond Ruberg is currently a Lieutenant in and commands the
Public Information Office.

Back
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Stanley M Chesley
Attorney at Law

1513 Fourth & Vine Tower
One West Fourth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Telephone: (513) 621-0267

September 1, 2005

Chief Tom Streicher, Jr.
District 1 - City of Cincinnati
310 Ezzard Charles Drive
Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Dear Chief;

I wanted to personally congratulate you on the way you and your officers have
handled the Styrene leak at Lunken Airport. Your professionalism and care and
concern for the public safety of our citizens was unequaled! The cool and calm
attitude of the officers involved with the evacuation were also remarkable!

I just wanted to say “Job Well Done”, and w
message along to the officers involved.

Thank you! . L d
‘ 'nf:/eae/ly/,
¢
Stafléy M. Chesley
VERRNY.
/

,’/d/

/
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